20185£6A2H

e

i
‘WII

BFRIMTRBEICH->T ERXKEF

Fh Ex RiZ6H 30 A D% b o T, Bl Ry hOREFEZIBETHZ LT
VEUT, MEE OLRIERE GERBHE) I Z A AR ANLD L3206
L CEB TRy OEEZ R B, 2R XBEEVGHEROKEH
AR ATBRARE  ~ A0 F 2 ITERSBILE L RIFET, FAIX, 20104R1
By MIASE GEEZR @MUERAM) L RFECH) 2B TEELL,
BYTIZHTD ., HA720ICS ETOREENEIRVIRD | 5% OBEIC OV TR
LLTWERWET,

1. MEELLTERVIES @1FEV)

LY EFO— N T, FEEHH I 2 R4 #f 2 Ch R Tk
LW G ENDL DHEWSELZ T 5, FEICHHR TERVRILT, FAD
{REIT10kgl/ D UHEMEL &5 CWVELT, ZH LT, 20104E8 A LE, 1%
YRDEBRIIBIML, BEHWOEBEEZFEL, LA TWDODITASZTETT
TRNEVIZENGY F BEITEEE VTS, RTINS IE R
ZE YEFOEHROINT T, Wy SN2 EE BV HLES, —FD
EIHEIIY FETLI, BUE, By MU ERETED O Y FEH)HSOS
A= BREET, HEA B ARMFEOF-EHOBNED - Sl EHELEWVHEEAR
R7pBIZaWn, RSN TOET, WEbEF—AIFFLEY T, —D—
DDSOSA—/ZFNIR- TRIGEFEE, ERZITIHEO ., RIFEThimr ik
FEOTVET, FExr AFREFLL T RERZLETICEZIEL, FHEE LR
MPHEEELTHEH- TWET, EFIETIXABORBZEERT, BHEN
MEFVIRIREMZFRT CTOET, AR THRRNIZBIT B2 &1,

2. BRERAEED, (FHDO—HELLT)
1) £EMRBOR T (LBRE LT

A ARAI20144E 12— SR HEAEL W RNV, FT- R FRIE, BT WrE
B 1k 3% (BRI E AR IR) O T S W A8 B 2 M ST AR A& E L7z,
FET, EDIELITIEB L T Y FHEFARICEE > TIEE, B BiiBh
1EVE (BRI B R E) 2EEES AL ELL, 2hicky, EamEA
TS AL S RE OB - Il 1k (B3 (R 28 75 3088) sk B M AV 3R ©
NI, EHNCIZIAN BRI TS B, PR IRS A I SN D s
Z720FELT, B LB ERMEER JEROME | SLIEHELK [FHRHE
WAL, #8EIC BN T 222 BV LELT, F72, @9, iR Lz,
HOFELD, #EEO AT CUIHE ST IE) OBFICEEFETITO,
(EHEBIR AL E LT, I, 2EOH TR ITIER R OERRE 4
1T, I A Db AR OB HEE B DS 2 B L £ LT,

. BRTFOEmESXRERRTH52ERVNTI—H
I T150-0031 HE#ESREMERT17-12 #E823 Y EIL4E S100489
http://oyakonet.org

f—ha'=y"

=
= AZ$£ 500 E£F 2.000M

info@oyakonet.org

=8
P BFobORE
P OFEREA

S rubBiT TEOXE EES 002 ¥EESE OEHES 4794211
BFOEEXRREERTHEERVCT—H
(AXa/ A DA 0F0VT o RIIE DRI T—5)

2) £ FABE B (BBFEHEEG L) OZhh b

[FHER DA R, FOEARIIMEDEIN /2L | BHNEISFHIRDE
FIRLTEHEINIZE abH0 RS CRaMARELHIESHLED
TEAZEALRT TR EE A, L LARNS, EREHEEL T, MAASH
TARTA L OIERK, AARREE 7007 L0 Kip SR BIRER O % E
%L BIRIRDMTO, e T I3RS 0L R H A M-I IR D2 2I2d0,
FE[FBHE (BUEYUE) ~OBATE 0N TY FTHIEVIZ20 G L5 2 T
ES
3) B R OKIE (BEFREDRE)

5T i B CEIIM AR S S E LT, REENRIZ DV
PEHOIEHREPHTBL T ELOBRER ST DIC T L L TEHS
NEEFINRHUEL TS, BREOZ VB THI I ESNERETEEE K
L. EBODVE LI Ca LT e+ di i Lish - 7o 882 (1) ICR G0
BB A E TLEL/Z, BORERMRESHL, RADVER L3 572® . D
VI IEEDOWIEN B TY,

3. AME(FEBE IR LICEHEEOE IR

3AIC, EU26H I B AROFHIFTIL 7 EHMEFI A ) A 5F o TRNE
JE U< IEHES DM 2 B INEB KERILEL, CPEIR) 7 AU BHAT,
N GRIDKEREL 722\ B AR DOBLIRIZH D ARES AL, K E ESE
DERLHR—NTAREIN =T ERO TRIBITE NGGRESNEL, b
R AEDFER) (N—7 FREBEIBITLRWEN o/ 3 il #, HF
B OIE 1728 DORIFEEE) PRI A TODRIL T, N7, A
ROBEFUIA T 3T 2L TRY  IEEH 1T o 7R Lok T3, Bob
TELOFIEEELREIZ W, D E O KEEFENHE TV 7 221 E LT,
4. RERH, REFH, REARXR, RETRLLTRELELEDFAIL,
Byl IEEHY)

B, B2y b CIEBIL CEOIE, RAOBELTOEE AR LRI
FCINTE LB FRNDTEEHY B D RFHITROERAENA 5
ICTEDTLITROD AR L, B FCIEBIL CREL, FrofiREL
TWDE, SR, HEHEJRDD DIENS HEZARVIKL , Zh ThNeZ T TEE
L7z LU, FATe B SRS TRELWASEL, R R REE L CRRDIEE) %
BT DBRD, FEBITH, IS | SLERFICH 2O FE T, Bl
HEPBILFBMHECEAT T2 A BEIRERNIBITRDEFMIFE L TOET,
ERIETIRMET 222 BT L30T, B D B ORI B SHUE
BaffieL . TS bOMEPNITE CEHHRE FEB TEDILENT>T
WET,




BitEE UIclEi & FOESRMNUEEEIET R I DMA\DFD5E(CE T DRHE

RIS DERMICTIDEPRTHEA U ES D, 2018F3H6H. E U226 HEDKENSER T, EUMRIENDIER
To [HREA] CH11D. FEEDENED - 5IEBU(CHET 2N LIIEBRECRESNE U, AE[F(CH
WT. BARBAS (FHIF) HY INREOEFIICETIEN (FEEDEFIFEN) | CERULTVWSTEZIFHLTNDS
EFBABETT. DFH. HARKK (FHFR) HEXRAEEEZ L TCWSZEZE U26HENFEL TLSDTY, B,
BEEARTFSERDIBRCDODVWTCERIDCLICWMHTIEETYT . CDKSREMZE U226 HENSHETROHSNTZ
TEM ENRIFRARC ENE, EBE. &REHk. IDEMRET RN TOBARBAEMRE QR CRITIEHDIRETT,

Mrs. Yoko Kamikawa
Minister of Justice
TOKYO
Tokyo, 6 March 2018
Madam Minister,

Please allow us to share our concerns regarding a very
delicate issue, to which we attach the utmost importance,
as Ambassadors of the EU Member States to Japan.

The community of EU citizens living and working in
Japan has grown very rapidly in recent years, and many of
our fellow nationals have started families in this country.
There are many good reasons to choose Japan as a place to
build a life and a career. Those EU citizens contribute to
growth in Japan and to the internationalization of its
economy.

However, there are also many cases of divorce and
separation in Japan involving EU citizens. Unfortunately,
when children are also involved, in some cases they have
become victims of a situation in which the relevant laws
and judicial decisions do not appear to be fully enforced.

We have at this moment several instances of EU citizens
who, even after a decision is given which grants them
custody or visitation rights, cannot have any contact with
the minors, due to strong opposition by the other party. In
some cases it has not been possible to implement
decisions of Japanese Courts even with the presence of
tribunal staff.

For these reasons we hope that you will take into
consideration our letter, in which we reaffirm the
exclusive role of the Japanese Courts in ruling about this
delicate matter. Therefore we wish to draw your attention
to the issue of the right of a child, in accordance with the
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child to which
Japan is a party, to maintain contact with both parents on a
reqular basis, in order to signal the importance of the
enforcement of the rulings of Japanese Courts. Moreover,
the UN Convention requires that the states parties must
act in the best interests of the child and shall use their best
efforts to ensure the recognition of the principle that both
parents have common responsibilities for the upbringing
and development of the child. We also strongly support
the decisions Japan has made, also at the international
level, to grant protection to children: the ratification of the
Convention of The Hague in 2014 is one clear example
of the willingness of Japan to enhance the international
law on this matter.

We sincerely hope that this joint letter will help in raising
the awareness of the competent authorities in order to
implement the judgements of the Japanese Courts,
fostering even further the outstanding relations between
Japan and all the 28 Member States of the EU.

As a follow up to this letter, we wish to enhance dialogue
and exchange on this matter with the relevant departments
under your responsibility.

Sincerely yours,
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H.E. Mr. Borislav Kostov )
Ambassador of the Republic of Bulgaria to Japan

April 27, 2018
Excellency,

Further to the letter dated March 6, 2018, signed by the
Ambassadors of the EU Member States to Japan, | would
like to state my view on the status of parental visitation and
the return of children under the Japanese legal system.

From the perspective of the best interests of the child, it is
important that, even after divorce, both father and mother are
appropriately involved in their child’s upbringing through
visitation and other forms of contact. Therefore, it is in the
best interests of the child to participate in parental visitation
and to be returned to the custodial parent properly and in
accordance with applicable law, taking due care to minimize
or eliminate any negative effect on the child’s upbringing
and development.

With regard to the framework of compulsory execution of
parents’ visitation rights and the return of children, which
was mentioned in ?]/our letter, the Japanese legal system has
laws in place that establish a vigorous enforcement
mechanism.

Compulsory enforcement of the visitation rights and return
of a child can be realized through “indirect compulsory
execution”, that is, a court order to an obligor to Pay money
until he/she fulfills the duty. Compulsorg return of a child by
a court execution officer is also available. In addition, it is
possible for an obligee to petition under the Act on Protection
of Personal Liberty.

Enforcement mechanisms vary from country to country, and
many countries are faced with a variety of difficulties in
implementation. Some say that in one of the EU Member
States, the enforcement by imprisoning a parent is only used
sgarlngly_, and direct compulsory execution of the return of
children'is also the last resort not only under the law but also
in practice.

In Japan, it is anticipated that with the acceleration If the
cross-boarder movement of people, the number of cases tha
encounter difficulty in parental visitation and the return o
children will increase. Japan has an appropriate lega
framework that enables visitation rights and the return o
children, but in practice there are some cases that turn out to
be difficult to achieve, as a result of examining the effects of
compulsory execution on the child’s upbringing and
development in individual cases.

In the EU Member States, where borders are shared on land,
I am sure that there has been an accumulation of good
practices and knowledge from the experience of solving
cases where highly complicated issues needed to be
addressed that in Japan.

In this respect, the legal frameworks and practices in foreign
countries including your respected country will provide us
many invaluable insights into our framework and system. |
sincerely hope that we continue to exchange our views and
deepen our mutual understanding.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest
consideration.

Yoko KAMIKAWA
Minister of Justice
Japanr
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