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Rights of the child

4. The Committee notes the explanation of the State party regarding the use of the
terminology defining children born out of wedlock as “illegitimate” on certain official forms
and welcomes the affirmation of the delegation that the State party is willing to consider the
removal of such terminology, ensuring equal rights of all children. The Committee, while
noting the information provided by the State party regarding the amendment and revisions of
the Child Welfare Act, is concerned by reports of children being removed from their family
without a court order and clear evidence of parental abuse, being placed in temporary custody
at the Child Guidance Centers, often for prolonged periods, and that parents are unable to
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present their case themselves during the appeal proceedings, in which a judge considers

oing

the responses provided by the State party on the matter, the Committee is concerned by

FBIRB W THERIZBITSNSD
reports received regarding frequent cases of “Parental Child Abduction”, domestic and > =
international, and a lack of adequate responses by the State party (arts. 17, 23 and 24). k %j:ﬂ,f%‘é— /\%J =) % ) 2 O 2 2 EF_“ 1 1
45, The State party should: H GZE%‘ [_/jf I-/f:o

(a)  Ensure that its legislation and practices are in full compliance with article
24 of the Covenant and adopt protective measures aimed at removing all discrimination
and stigma against all children;

(b)  Amend the legislation to establish clear criteria for removal of a child
from the family and introduce a mandatory judicial review for all cases to determine
whether that is warranted, ensuring that children are separated from their parents as
a measure of last resort only, when it is necessary for their protection and in their best
interests, after hearing the child and the parents;

(c)  Introduce the necessary measures to adequately respond to cases of
“Parental Child Abductions” and ensure that decisions on custody of the child, whether
domestic or international cases, take into account the best interests of the child and are
fully implemented in practice.
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